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TRANSACTIONS AMERICAN SURGICAL ASSOCIATION. 3*9 

Transactions of the American Surgical Association. Edited by 
J. Ewing Meaiis, M.D., Recording Secretary. Vols. V, VI, and 
VII. Philadelphia, P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1887, 1888, 1889. 

These three volumes contain the papers read at the meetings of the 
association during the past three years. The discussions and papers 
cover nearly the entire field of surgery. The extensive paper of Senn 
on the relation of micro-organisms to injuries and surgical diseases, 
and Park’s account of his experiments with pyogenic bacteria, both read 
in 1888. touch upon bacteriology. Nerve surgery is represented by 
Dandridge on nerve stretching in 1888, and the vascular system by 
Richardson’s papers on subclavian and lemoral aneurism in 1887, 
Packard on innominate aneurism in 1888, and Lane’s case of simulta¬ 
neous ligature of both common carotids in 1889. The surgery of the 
cranium is represented by Agnew’s paper on the medico-legal aspects 
of cranial wounds in 1887, and Keen’s three cases of cerebral surgery 
in 1888, while Dunnot on lingual hypertrophy, Gay on tracheotomy 
and Cheever’s case of sarcoma of the tonsil arc contributed to the sur¬ 
gery of the neck. The kidney receives attention in the papers of Wil¬ 
lard on nephrectomy for gunshot wound, read in 1888, Homans on 
nephrectomy for renal cancer, and Tiffany on capsulotomy for no- 
phralgia, both read in 1889, while the genito-urinary system was con¬ 
sidered also in Dennis and Packard’s papers on suprapubic cystotomy 
in 1887 and 1888, Van Derveer’s classification of vesical calculi in 
1887, and Maguire’s case of formation of an artificial urethra in pros¬ 
tatic obstruction in 188S. The joints were discussed in Ashhurst’s 
paper on excision of the large joints in 1888, and in Cabot’s article on 
anchylosis of the temporo-maxillary joints in 1889. The chest received 
attention only from Agnew in his memoir on the legal aspects of heart 
wounds, and from Gross on sarcomata of the breast, both in 1887. 
The abdomen, however, evidently represents a vdty fashionable branch 
of surgery, for it is considered in no less than fifteen papers. Intes- 
tin.nl surgery was discussed by Nancrede, Kinloch, Warren and Keen 
in 1887, and byMcGraw and Richardson in 1889. In 1887 McCann 
read a case of splenectomy. Bull treated of typhlitis and perityphlitis, 
Tremaine related a case of removal of the pancreas, Prince spoke of 
pelvic and abdominal drainage, and Mears presented a paper on ab¬ 
dominal section in perforating typhoid ulcer in 1888. Stimsongave his 
views on hamiostasis of the pedicle, Barton discussed digital divulsion 
of the pylorus, Mears read a case of cholecystotomy, and Martin and 
Richardson wrote upon the operative treatment of hernia. Gynecology 
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was represented by Fenger’s paper on atresia vagina; and Thompson’s 
article on vaginal hysterectomy in 1887, while Stinison’s case of supra¬ 
cervical hysterectomy appeared in 1889. General surgery was con¬ 
sidered by Prince in his paper on the aseptic and antiseptic manage¬ 
ment of wounds, in 1887, Pilcher on the antitubercular power of iodo¬ 
form in 1889, Reeves on shock in 1888, Watson on chloroform narcosis 
in 1887, Weeks on drainage and drainage tubes in 1889 and in Tiffany’s 
interesting comparison of the surgical diseases of the white and col¬ 
ored races read in 1887 and his consideration of the influence of preg¬ 
nancy in operative surgery in 1888. 

A number of these papers have appeared from time to time in the 
Annals of Surgerv and the majority of the remainder have been 
given in abstract in our Index of Surgical Progress, so that the readers 
of this journal are already informed as to the views advanced in them. 
In a number of instances the value of the papers is decidedly en¬ 
hanced by the remarks of other members of the association in discuss¬ 
ing them. The mechanical work upon the volumes is of an excep¬ 
tionally high order and in every way they are distinctly a credit to 
American surgery. James E. Pilcher. 




